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Warning to all interested parties: the new show by La Fura dels Baus, IMPERIUM, neither is 

similar to those proposed by the group in the last years nor is a typical performance. It is a 

return to the furan language of the 80s and 90s. This Fura dels Baus embarrasses the audience, 

it places them in a space with no seats, it makes them move around and it surrounds them with a 

disturbing environment. For those who know the group of yesteryear, it contributes few 

novelties ―for those who do not, it will be a shocking, disconcerting and sometimes 

uncomfortable show. Whether they show will persuade them or not is a different thing. The 

times and the tastes change. 

 

IMPERIUM’s discourse ―a report about violence and abuse of power― arrives through 

images more than through texts, which not very intelligible and typical. It is one hour of 

constant bombing of real images recreated by eight hard-working actresses, and supported by 

three audio-visuals with cartoons. It all happens in a huge rectangular space, with no stands, 

where three or four huge pyramid-shaped platforms circulate, on top of which different scenes 

of the show take place. Bombs exploding, physical violence, tortures, sirens and races. Some 

moments come off very well, such as the long scene of the torches, and in other moments the 

―maybe deliberate― chaos ends up seizing the stage. 

 

FRANTIC RHYTHM / This work makes two things very clear: on the one hand, the 

controlling or submissive attitudes, and, on the other hand, the tremendous rhythm of the show, 

with no time-outs. IMPERIUM expresses the will of their creators to incorporate the audience 

into the action, apart from exhibiting a dramaturgy that investigates violence and the way of 

exerting it. A soundtrack and a sweeping lighting frame the work of the eight actresses, forced 

to do great physical efforts and to live really difficult situations. Their names: Florencia 

Galiñanes, Diana Kerbelis, Lola López, Gádor Martín, Laura Ojer, Marta Roca and Montse 

Vidal. Technology, violence, music, discourse and performance. Elements that come off quite 

well. One thing is certain, though: no one remains indifferent to IMPERIUM. 


