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La Fura reestablishes its furan position. After Obit’s slip-up (2005), IMPERIUM was a double 

challenge: avert that mistake, with which a change in the furan language was sought, and check 

whether the return to the codes, materials and stage concept that made the company 

internationally famous still works out. Plainly: it does. It perfectly does, for the new and for the 

old furans, who never die. The director, Jürgen Müller, is not only a founder of the company but 

also the last of the actors-directors that kept performing while the other ones chose other paths 

far from the stage. Müller is very much imbued with what a furan show is and IMPERIUM 

retrieves the characteristics that define it with authority and clarity. First: audience and actors 

share space and the show moves the audience from one place to another. Second: in the great 

furan shows, from Accions to Tier Mon, MTM or that incredible Suz o Suz, which they could 

unmistakably revive, there was always an agglutinating apparatus, as well as other elements 

―hangers, motorized carts... On this occasion the central element is a mastaba divided in four 

pieces. Third: music and light. Splendid is the musical composition by Martin Zrost, it recreates 

environments that support the actions and secure tension. Music, otherwise, fits the taste of the 

youngest audience. And, of course, it is thunderous. Light games: high technology. Forth: 

liturgy and atavism. 

 

IMPERIUM has a theoretical substratum, both naive and obvious, but real in the end. The 

empire has no face, but it exists. It tortures and kills some people, and it feeds the rest so that 

they can buy flat screens. And any change of power is subdued to this empire with inscrutable 

face. It does not matter that now the leaders are women. Max Weber defined the State as an 

‘entity that owns the monopoly of the legitimate use of violence’. So does the empire. And the 

empire uses the violence. That is in the show. 

 

I think IMPERIUM deserves a long life. It deserves it, although those people who still 

conceive art as a cultural luxury or a separated aesthetic enjoyment will probably not like it. 


